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Bouton,  January  ». 


THE  LITERARY  WORLD. 


OAELYLE’S  PEENOH  EEVOLUTION. 

NOW  that  the  work  has  been  done,  it 
seems  strange  that  a  fine  illustrated 
edition  of  Carljde's  wonderful  masterpiece 
has  never  before  been  published,  but  as  in 
the  case  of  the  setting  up  of  the  egg  on  one 
end.  full  credit  should  be  given  to  those  who 
at  last  c.xecTite  the  task.  The  line  which  the 
Philadelphia  publi.shers  have  taken,  who  have 
realized  the;  liappy  thought,  is  the  insertion 
of  a  large  number  of  portraits  of  the  many 
famous  characters  that  pass  before  us  in 
the  fateful  panorama.*  Each  of  these  three 
goodly  volumes  has  some  twenty  illustrations, 
and  of  these,  but  three  or  four.  at.  the  utmost, 
portray  scenes  in  the  tragic  history,  such  as 
Marie  Antoinette  and  the  Girondists  going 
to  execution,  and  the  Tennis  Court  Oath, 
The  other  pictures,  some  fifty  in  all,  consti¬ 
tute  a  remarkable  portrait  gallery  of  the  great 
men  and  great  women  of  the  Revolution  and 
the  generation  before  it.  These  have  evi¬ 
dently  been  collected  with  a  great  deal  of  care 
from  authentic  sources,  and  while  there  is 
much  variety  in  the  style  in  which  they  are 
presented,  all  are  excellent  in  their  lifelike¬ 
ness.  Louis  XV,  Rousseau.  Mademoiselle 
ThOroigno,  Lafayette,  Loui;;- 
as  a  young  man,  Mirabeau,  Charlotte  Corciay, 
the  Dauphin,  Camille  Desmoulins,  and  the 
Abbd  Sieyes  may  be  named  as  a  few  of  the 
most  striking  of  these  portraits.  One  misses, 
however,  the  heroic  figure  of  Madame  Roland. 
It  would  be  possible,  we  presume,  to  illu.s- 
trate  the  French  Re^nolution  in  a  different 
fashion  with  views  of  places  and  scenes;  but 
the  virtual  confinement  of  the  picturing  to 
■the  personages  of  the  great  actors  is  quite 
in  line  with  the  spirit  of  Carlyle’s  mighty 
monologue. 

The  e.xtemal  features  of  this  edition  all 
deserve  commendation.  The  paper  is  of  a 
medium  thickness,  as  was  necessary  to  keep 
the  volumes  of  moderate  size,  but  the  type 
is  large  and  the  page  eminently  clear  and 
pleasant  to  the  eye;  the  binding  is  a  hand¬ 
some  cloth,  with  a  flat  ijack  and  a  gilt  top. 
Often  as  we  have  had  occa.sion  to  commend 
the  present  excellent  system  of  illustrating 
literary'  masterpieces  for  the  holiday  season, 
we  have  not  y'ct  found  a  more  conspicuous 
instance  of  the  wisdom  and  profit  of  the  plan 
than  this  chastely  elegant  edition  of  a  work 
which  will  probably  ever  remain  one  of  the 
chief  wonders  of  English  literature-a  book 
unique  in  tlie  incalculaijie  mass  of  writing 
on  the  greatest  of  revolutions. 

i’OR  PER  &  COATE.S,  Ruiili.shek.s. 
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